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NETWORK MILESTONES

1987
A handful of community developers begin meeting at Middlesex Diner to discuss the need for a statewide organization to represent the interests of the sector.

1988

An ad hoc steering committee surveys 60 nonprofit organizations and co-ordinates a statewide conference to provide technical assistance and networking opportunities

1989

The Network is incorporated as the Non-Profit Affordable Housing Network of New Jersey and starts with 34 members.

1992

The Technical Assistance and Training Center is formed to assist members with all facets of affordable housing development.

A grant is received from the National Low Income Housing Coalition to launch the Network’s statewide policy advocacy efforts.

1993

The first class of the Housing Development Training Program graduates. 

1995

An Affordable Housing Blueprint for New Jersey is published, proposing a comprehensive housing policy for the state. 

Legislation spearheaded by the Network to revamp NJ’s Rehab Code passes and becomes a model for other states. 

1996

The Community Building Support Initiative is launched to provide support to members in community organizing and planning. In 1999, the $1.5 million Community Building Funding Pool is formed.

1999

A legislative initiative (later to become the Neighborhood Revitalization Tax Credit Program) proposing $20 million in state tax credits for affordable housing and neighborhood revitalization is launched.  Legislation is introduced in 2000.

2000

The Network’s Technical Assistance and Training Center adds a community economic development component, and launches a $1 million Pre-Development SEED Pool for economic development projects. 

The Network changes its name to the Housing and Community Development Network of NJ, reflecting its broader vision.  Membership climbs to 125 nonprofit housing and community development groups.  

2001

Legislation spearheaded by the Network to create a state Individual Development Account Program and a State Neighborhood Revitalization Tax Credit (NRTC) is passed.  

The Network purchases a building complex in Trenton to house its permanent headquarters and offer affordable office space for other nonprofit groups.

Sustainable is Affordable: A Guide for Affordable Housing Developers on Environmentally Sustainable Design and Construction and Doing Business with Local Government: A Handbook for Nonprofit Developers are published. 

2002

The first Business Planning for Non-Profit Housing Developers course is launched with graduates forecasting a 200-300% increase in housing production rates over 5 years. 

2004

The Network successfully advocates for a new $10 million State Rental Assistance Program, the first of its kind in the state, and helps launch the $10 million Neighborhood Revitalization Tax Credit Program (NRTC).  
The Abandoned Properties Rehabilitation Act crafted by the Network is signed into law, providing municipalities, community based organizations and others with new tools to gain control of abandoned properties and return them to productive use.  

2005

The Network helps create and launch a $10 million Pre-Development and Acquisition Loan (PLAN) fund administered by TRF.  

The new Asset Management Strategy Portfolio course is launched, with graduates creating plans to maintain and preserve 750 rental housing units.

The first three neighborhood plans, all created by Network members, are approved for the NRTC Program.  

Restoring Problem Properties: A Guide to NJ’s Abandoned Property Tools is published.

2006

The Network launches a new Advocacy Team effort, organizing and supporting 11 regional or county-based “A-Teams” to be the backbone of our expanded advocacy and organizing efforts at the local and state levels.  

Residents at the Center:  A Handbook on Community-Based Planning for Distressed Neighborhoods, is published.
The Network partners with 11 other state CDC associations to launch the National Alliance of Community and Economic Development Associations (NACEDA) to pursue a national CED agenda.
Cities in Transition: New Jersey’s Urban Paradox is published, showing that while our 30 most distressed cities have fared better than NJ as a whole in recent decades with respect to key economic indicators, long-time residents have not shared in the economic revival.
2007

The Network succeeds in getting the NRTC statute amended to raise the tax credit to 100% and double the annual limit per participating corporation to $1,000,000
In partnership with Citi and the National Development Council, Network offers courses in Housing Development Finance, Mixed Use- Mixed Income Development, New Markets Tax Credits and LIHTCs.

2008

Working with legislative leaders, Network is instrumental in the development and passage of A500, NJ’s most comprehensive housing reform law in 20 years.  

After defeating a 2007 attempt to raid the program, the Network successfully supports the Governor’s proposal to increase State Rental Assistance Program funding to a historic level of $52.5 million.  

The SEED Loan Fund, created in 2000, becomes a venture capital fund for small, CDC sponsored commercial and mixed-use projects in emerging markets. We hope to capitalize the fund at $5 million.
In response to the growing foreclosure crisis, Network works with members to help shape plans for use of $64M in HUD Neighborhood Stabilization funds coming to NJ and pursue effective stabilization strategies, as well as creating a clearinghouse for REO properties

Released NJ and Its Cities: an Agenda for Urban Transformation. The report recommends policies and strategies state and local governments can pursue to achieve responsible, equitable revitalization, which we are now working with local and statewide partners to implement.
The NJ Mortgage Relief and Stabilization Act passes, directing new funds to recast subprime mortgages and help non-profits purchase at-risk properties to keep people in their homes, while making lenders liable for vacant properties in foreclosure.  
