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Background

About 980 vacant properties in Jersey City

= Properties are monitored on an on-going basis by Code
Enforcement.

= Comprehensive files are maintained on all vacant
properties.

Properties scattered throughout the City

= Highest concentrations are in lower income sections
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of the City.

Low income sections are most impacted by
foreclosures and high risk loans.



Abandoned Property Conditions

= Most properties are in 1|
need of moderate to BN
substantial rehabilitation § ”{
=
m Some properties need to ﬁ
be demolished. B
= Other properties need to i i
be secured on aregular gEEsSEC
basis.




Actions Taken by the City

@ Mayor’s Quality of Life
Tasks Force consist of:

= Municipal agencies and
divisions
o Ex: Police, Fire, Code
Enforcement, Community

Development, Mayor’s <, PSEG
Acti on B ureau % g We make things work for you.

= Private organizations

= Ex: PSE&G and United |
Water = United Water




Focus of Task Force

= Close illegal rooming houses and apartments

= Address vacant property issues by insuring the
following:
= Security of property
= Removal of weeds and debris
= Removal of squatters and animals
= Maintenance of quality of life for residents



Developing and Implementing a Vacant
Building Registration Fee Ordinance

= Ordinance took effect on October 15, 2011

= All properties are to be registered by December 15,
2011

= Property owners must pay a $250.00 fee initially
and $500.00 subsequently

m City collected $5,000 within a few weeks of
Implementing the ordinance.



Publishing List of Abandoned
Properties

= November 11, 2011 the City published a list of
the 40 most egregious abandoned properties.

= Initial criteria for selecting properties:
1) Received significant complaints due to
illegal activity.
2) Owners failed to take action in spite of
previous City intervention.



ABANDONED PROPERTIES TEAM

HEDC/Code Enforcement
HEDC/Community Development
HEDC /Construction Code Official
Law Department

Tax Collector
Real Estate
Mayor’s Office
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Next Steps

= Adding additional criteria for including
properties on list and for taking further action,
i.e., Spot Blight.

= Working toward selecting a database program
to electronically manage abandoned properties
information and to integrate with other City
departments and divisions.

= Working on creating a strategy for getting
properties back in service.



Monticello Avenue
Main Street




Ocean Avenue
Redevelopment Area




Questions???



