February 12, 2016
Dear Governor Christie:

We the undersigned request you appropriate the $10 million collected to the Lead Hazard Control
Assistance Fund in the FY2017 state budget. We also urge you to support passage of legislation
sponsored by Senator Shirley Turner that would enable municipalities to inspect one and two bedroom
family rentals for lead. Combined, these two measures would protect thousands of children who are
exposed to lead poisoning on a daily basis.

In 2004, the State of New Jersey introduced the Lead Hazard Control Assistance Fund (LHCAF). This
fund was created to allocate resources to remove lead from older homes by offering deferred payment
loans or grants to property owners. It also financed home inspections, emergency relocations for affected
families, and efforts to educate the public about the risks of living in homes built before lead-based
paints were banned in 1978.

Unfortunately, by 2014, no funds were appropriated to the LHCAF, eliminating a significant resource
for families and property owners trying to address lead hazards. Since 2004, over $53 million
earmarked for the Lead Hazard Control Assistance Fund, as required by law, was diverted to the
state's general treasury to balance the budget. No new funding stream is necessary as the revenue
source for the LHCAF comes from a 50 cent per gallon user fee on paint sold in NJ. We simply ask that
the collected funds be used for their intended purpose.

Elevated levels of highly toxic lead have been found in more than 3,100 young children in New Jersey
so far this year. According to new data, thirteen New Jersey communities have higher percentages of
children with elevated levels of lead in their blood in 2014 than Flint, Michigan did in 2015 — Irvington,
Trenton, Newark, Paterson, Plainfield, Jersey City, Elizabeth, Atlantic City, New Brunswick and
Passaic, plus Cumberland and Salem Counties.

Financially, cleaning up lead paint hazards for New Jersey’s children makes enormous fiscal

sense. New Jersey taxpayers can spend $12,000, at most, to make a home lead safe, or we can spend
$32,000 per year for each child who is poisoned by lead paint. It is a waste of limited resources to spend
three times, maybe more, in healthcare and remedial education costs, than it is to prevent lead poisoning
in children. As a state, we pay even more for the additional cost of the life-long effects of this toxin.

The State of New Jersey has a moral and legal responsibility to protect our children from lead poisoning.
We urge you to help rid our communities of this toxic poison by supporting the expansion of home rental
inspections and keeping the appropriation of $10 million to the Lead Hazard Control Assistance Fund
intact.

Sincerely,



Joanne Cummings,
4CS OF Passaic County

Amanda Colon,
Acelero Learning Monmouth/
Middlesex County, Inc.

Sheryl Gordon,
AFSCME Council 1

Serena Rice,
Anti-Poverty Network of NJ

Marcia Marley,
BlueWave NJ

Eileen Henderson,
Center for Family Services
David Hungerford,

Coalition for Social Justice

Barbara Packer,
Community of St. John Baptist

Adrian Diaz,
CUMAC

Lionel Leach,
CWA 1039

Mabel Serrano,
CWA 1082

Linda Rubenstein,

East Brunswick Community Housing Corporation

Rev. S. Elizabeth Searle,

Episcopal Church of Our Saviour

Adam Gordon, Esq.,
Fair Share Housing Center

Jim Walsh,
Food & Water Watch

J. Brent Bates,
Grace Church in Newark

Milly Silva,
1199 SEIU

Cecilia Zalkind,
Advocates for Children of NJ

Carole Tonks,
Alliance Center for Independence

Lynne Algrant,
Bergen Volunteer Center

Joyce Campbell,
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Trenton

Hazel Lee-Briggs,
Center for Independent Living of
South Jersey, Inc.

Sidney Blanchard,
Community Access Unlimited

Kerrie Kelly,
Community Quest, Inc.

Patrick Kavanagh,
CWA 1032

David Weiner,
CWA 1081

Hetty Rosenstein,
CWA NJ

Doug O'Malley,
Environment New Jersey

Pat Yankus,
Episcopal Diocese of Newark

Geleen Donovan,
Family Promise

Shantel Asante-Kissi,

Garden State Episcopal Community Development

Corporation

Raymond Gabler,
Habitat for Humanity



Jeremy Montgomery,

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Plainfield &

Middlesex County

Susan Neil,
Holy Innocents Church

Glenn Hall,
HomeFront

Russ Hall,
Housing Alliance of Morris County

Kevin McCarthy,
IFPTE 194

Joseph Della Fave,
Ironbound Community Corporation

Raymond Ocasio,
La Casa de Don Pedro

Matthew McDevitt,
Lida Knaus Food Pantry

Sara Lilja,
Lutheran Episcopal Advocacy Ministry

Frank A. Cirillo,
Mercer Alliance to End Homelessness

Richard Brown,
Monarch Housing Associates

Richard T. Smith,
NAACP New Jersey State Conference

Jaymie Santiago,
New Brunswick Tomorrow

Grace Kuipers,
New Hope Community Ministries

James Hemm,
NJ Association on Correction

Ann Twomey,

Health Professionals & Allied Employees of NJ/

AFT NJ

Debbie Ann Anderson,
Homefirst Interfaith Housing &
Family Services, Inc.

Dan McGuire,
Homeless Solutions, Inc.

Staci Berger,
Housing and Community Development
Network of NJ

Jennifer Brown,
IMOTA

Peter Rose,
Isles, Inc.

Christian Estevez,
Latino Action Network

Lee Zandstra,
Living Waters Lutheran Church

Tanya Van Order,
Madison Housing Authority

Bridget Kennedy,
Middlesex County Human Services
Advisory Council

Denison Harrield,
Morris Habitat for Humanity

Renee Koubiadis,
National Association of Social Workers —
NJ Chapter

Richard Cammarieri,
New Community Corporation

Phyllis Salowe-Kaye,
New Jersey Citizen Action

Robert Guarasci,
NJ Community Development Corporation



Wendell Steinhauer,
NJ Education Association

Jerome Montes,
NJ Main Street Alliance

Alberto Hernandez,
NJ Pride At Work

Jacob Toporek,
NJ State Association of Jewish Federations

Analilia Mejia,
NJ Working Families Alliance

Deb Huber,
NOW-NJ

Leah Dade,
Paterson Alliance

Lewis Hurd,
Premiere Community Development Corporation

Doreen Blanc-Rockstrom,
Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity

Kern Weissman,
Riverview Neighborhood Association, Jersey City

Sara Elnakib,
Rutgers University Cooperative Extension FCHS

Kevin Brown,
SEIU 32BJ

Jeff Tittel,
Sierra Club, NJ Chapter

Helene Pierson,
Stand Up for Salem, Inc.

Gail Levinson,
Supportive Housing Association of NJ

Tom Baffuto,
The Arc of NJ

Sherry Rubel,
The Revival Village Project

Amy Goldsmith,
NJ Environmental Federation

Gordon Maclnnes,
NJ Policy Perspective

Matt Shapiro,
NJ Tenants Organization

Carol Gay,
NJ State Industrial Union Council

Bonnie Shapiro,
Northern NJ Chapter,
National Organization for Women

Mary Ann Saville,
Occupational Safety Services, Inc.

Barbara Dunn,
Paterson Habitat for Humanity

Edward Truscelli,
Princeton Community Housing

Dan Antonellis,
Region Nine Housing Corporation

Dr. Karen Ensle RDN,
Rutgers Cooperative Extension

Pilar Hogan Closkey,
Saint Joseph's Carpenter Society

Lizette Delgado-Polanco,
SEIU NJ State Council

Salim Patel,
SMILE for Charity

Diana Autin,
Statewide Parent Advocacy Network

Kent Pipes,
The Affordable Homes Group

Sam Pesin,
The Friends of Liberty State Park

Jim Nelson,
The Sharing Place



Michael Allen,
Trinity Episcopal Church

Nella Renna,
Triple C Housing

Patricia Anthony,
Unified Vailsburg Services Organization

Yvonne Zuidema,
United Way of Passaic County

Rev. Craig Hirshberg,
UU Legislative Ministry of NJ

Jay McVey,
Washington Park Association of Hudson County

Susanne Byrne,
York Street Project

CC:

Senate President Steve Sweeney
Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean
Assembly Speaker Vincent Prieto
Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick

Willie Smith,
Trinity Episcopal Church Cliffside Park

Karen Andrade-Mims,
UIH Family Partners

Vito Gallo,
Union County Housing Advocacy Team

Vivian Cox Fraser,
Urban League of Essex County

Kate Cruz,
Volunteers of America-Delaware Valley

Dan Fatton,
Work Environment Council of NJ

Renee Allessio
Latisha Drake
William Glennon



