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April 4, 2013

The Honorable Shaun Donovan

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
451 7th Street S.W.

Washington, DC 20410

Dear Secretary Donovan:

New Jersey residents remain grateful to you and your office for the ongoing priority you and the Hurricane
Sandy Rebuilding Task Force have given the rebuilding effort here. Your commitment to ensuring that the
region rebounds in the best possible way is reassuring to so many who have had their lives devastated by
Superstorm Sandy.

As you know, New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie has submitted to your office his final Sandy Recovery Action
Plan, detailing how he intends for the first round of Community Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery
funds to be disbursed. A broad cross-section of organizations and individuals took the opportunity to submit
comments within a very small public comment period to the draft plan, providing practical suggestions for how
to make the plan fairer and more forward-looking. A selection of those comments may be found here.

We write to express our concern that the final plan for the $1.8 billion submitted has taken an insufficient
account of those comments, and, as a result, the plan still requires significant improvement to ensure a
sustainable and fair rebuilding that includes everybody impacted by Sandy. Your approval of the plan, as
submitted, will result in an unprecedented amount of federal funds being spent in a way that lacks fairness for
all New Jerseyans. Further, the submitted plan promotes rebuilding communities just as they were, without any
substantial consideration for planning for rising sea levels and changing weather conditions. We can do better,
to rebuild stronger and more inclusively.

A quick federal response to the plan with positive adjustments will ensure that the recovery process continues to
move forward expeditiously. Those changes will maximize the opportunity for New Jersey to rebuild in a more
strategic, more sustainable and more equitable way. We ask that you require changes described in the comments
to make New Jersey’s rebuilding effort more resilient and fairer as a condition of its approval. All of New
Jersey’s residents, businesses and municipalities, as well as the state itself, should be able to look forward to a
recovery that benefits both current residents and future generations.

Thank you for your immediate attention.

Sincerely,
Housing & Community Development Network of New Jersey Fair Share Housing Center, Inc.
Diane Sterner, Executive Director Kevin D. Walsh, Associate Director

Staci Berger, Director of Policy & Advocacy

NAACP, New Jersey Latino Action Network
James E. Harris. President Chris Estevez
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The Affordable Housing Alliance
Donna Blaze, CEO

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Camden, Inc.
Kevin H. Hickey, Executive Director

NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc.
ReNika Moore, Director Economic Justice Group

Corporation for Supportive Housing
Alison Recca-Ryan

Poverty & Race Research Action Council
Megan Haberle, Policy Counsel

NJ Foundation for Aging
Grace Egan, MS, Executive Director

Supportive Housing Association of NJ
Gail Levinson, Executive Director

HomeFront
Connie Mercer, President and CEO

Second Baptist Church of Atlantic City
Reverend Collins Days

Project Live, Inc.
Sangeeta Prasad Benbow , Director of Housing & Community
Development

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Trenton
Marlene Laé-Collins

Lutheran Office of Governmental Ministry
The Rev. Sara Lilja, Director

NJ APA
Charles Latini Jr, PP/AICP

The Alliance for the Betterment of Citizens with Disabilities

Monarch Housing Associates
Richard W. Brown, CEO

NewBridge Services, Inc
Robert L. Parker, CEO

Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
Joe Rich

The Affordable Homes Group, Inc.
The Salt and Light Company, Inc.
People First!

A.L.LY., Inc.

Homes of Hope, Inc.

Delta Real Estate
Kent R. Pipes, President

CWA Local 1081
David H Weiner, President

Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey
Keith R. Adams
Disaster Recovery Coordinator

New Jersey Future
Peter Kasabach, Executive Director

Anti-Poverty Network of NJ

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Trenton

Joyce Campbell, MSW, LCSW

Associate Executive Director for External Affairs

Vantage Health System, Inc.
Vicki Sidrow, MPA
President and CEO

Black Ministers Council of New Jersey
Keith Benson

Fellowship of Churches in Atlantic City
Reverend Eric McCoy

American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey
Udi Ofer, Executive Director

PlanSmart
Lucy Vandenberg, Executive Director

National Housing Institute



Daniel J. Keating, PhD, Executive Director

Mercer Alliance to End Homelessness
Herb Levine, Executive Director

Pilgrim Baptist Church
Red Bank Affordable Housing Corporation
Rev. Terrence K. Porter

Paterson Habitat for Humanity
Barbara Dunn, Executive Director

Coalition of Mental Health Consumer Organizations of New

Jersey
Wayne Vivian

Planting Seeds of Hope
Emilio Panasci

Abundant Life Worship Center
Bishop John Gandy

Volunteers of America Delaware Valley
Kate Cruz, Public Policy Director

Catholic Charities Diocese of Metuchen
Joan Lorah, Assistant Executive Director

United Way of Northern New Jersey Housing Alliance
Jodi Miciak, Community Impact Manager

QMANJ, Inc.
Eugenia Drobit, President & CEO

Saint Joseph’s Carpenter Society
Felix Torres-Colon, Director of Operations

Family Promise of Monmouth County
Tracy Boyer, Executive Director

NJ Statewide Independent Living Council
Cliff Law, Chair

Build With Purpose
Keith Timko, Director & CEO

R.B. Coe Consulting

Shelterforce Magazine

Harold Simon

Codalition for Affordable Housing and the
Environment

Barbara A. Walsh, PP/AICP

Executive Director

Civic League of Greater New Brunswick
Roy Epps

Unitarian Universalist Legislation Ministry of New

Jersey
Rev. Craig Hirshberg

UAW Region Nine Housing

Dan Antonellis

Kitchen and Associates

Habitat for Humanity Hudson County
Gregory Strid, Co-Executive Director

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Reverend Bruce H. Davidson

Coastal Habitat for Humanity
Maureen Mulligan, Executive Director

United Vailsburg Services Organization
Robert M. Farley, Executive Director

Project Freedom
Tim Doherty, Executive Director

Faith Fellowship CDC
Rev. Clarence Bulluck, Vice President

La Casa de Don Pedro
Raymond Ocasio, Executive Director

Homeless Solutions
Dr. Elizabeth S. Hall, President

Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless
Linda M. Flores-Tober, Executive Director

Collaborative Support Programs of NJ Inc.



Rhonda Coe

Future City
Michelle Doran McBean, CEO

Monmouth A-Team
Linda Zucaro, Advocate

Ironbound Community Corporation
Joseph Della-Fave, Executive Director

Bayonne Family Community Center
Peggy Keohane, Executive Director

Occupy Sandy New Jersey
Dylana Dillon

New Jersey Community Capital
Gregory M. Stankiewicz, Chief Operating Officer

Greater Plainfield Habitat for Humanity
Rev. Jeremy M. Montgomery, Executive Director

Housing and United Services, Inc.
Michael T. Marrazzo

Greater Newark LISC
Rhonda Lewis

Paterson Habitat for Humanity
Barbara Dunn, Executive Director

Habitat for Humanity of Northeast Monmouth County
Raymond J. Gabler, Director of Operations

Cynthia Del Rossi

James Cordingley, PP/AICP

Jacob P. Bucher, Executive Director

Easter Seals New Jersey
Charles Parry, Vice President of Services

Monmouth Long Term Recovery Group
S.T.E.P.S.
Mike McNeil

Morris Habitat for Humanity
Blair Bravo

Cape Counseling Services
Greg Speed, CEO

Triple C Housing, Inc.
Leslie Stivale, Executive Director

New Community Corporation
Richard Rohrman, Executive Director

NJ Citizen Action
Phyllis Salowe-Kaye, Executive Director

Tri-City Peoples Corporation
Toni L. Caldwell, Executive Director/CEO

Princeton Community Housing
Valerie Haynes, Advocacy Chair

Carl Bisgaier

Brad Kennedy

Steve Schoch



