
 
Dear Members of the New Jersey Congressional Delegation, 
 
For too long, the critical importance of safe, decent, affordable homes has been overlooked in 
Washington, DC. Rental housing affordability has worsened dramatically over the past 15 years, and 
more American families than ever are struggling to pay the rent and make ends meet.  For those 
earning the least, the problem is most acute: roughly  10 million households with extremely low 
incomes are either homeless or pay unaffordable rental costs that force many of them to make 
impossible choices between paying the rent and paying for heat, food, medications, transportation, 
and other necessities. Research demonstrates that when people have stable affordable homes, lives 
dramatically improve. We are healthier. Our children do better in school.  Our families are less hungry. 
We can more readily escape poverty and climb the income ladder. Economic productivity is stronger. 
And our nation is more just and equitable. 

We the undersigned organizations believe in the mission of the Opportunity Starts at Home campaign, 
an unprecedented multi-sector campaign, to address the housing needs of our most vulnerable 
neighbors.  We believe that more robust and equitable federal housing policies will help create more 
affordable opportunities and allow our nation to thrive. 

We are not alone in our call to action. The campaign recently commissioned a national public opinion 
poll to assess people’s opinions and perspectives on issues related to housing affordability.  The polling 
revealed that the vast majority of Americans (85%) believe that ensuring everyone has a safe, decent, 
affordable place to live should be a “top national priority.”  This view is strong across the political 
spectrum – from 95% of Democrats agreeing it should be a top national priority to 87% of 
independents to 73% of Republicans.  Eight in ten Americans also say that both the president and 
Congress should “take major action” to make homes more affordable for residents struggling to make 
ends meet. 

Congress must take bold action to provide housing stability and opportunity for millions of people. 
Therefore, we respectfully urge you to commit to working with us by cosponsoring the following: 

1. Expand the National Housing Trust Fund to at least $3.5 billion annually in GSE comprehensive 
housing finance reform legislation. 

2. Create an "Emergency Assistance Fund" to provide short-term financial assistance and stability 
services to help vulnerable households overcome an economic shock that threatens their 
housing stability.  

3. Create 500,000 new “Opportunity Vouchers” to enable low income families move into choice 
communities with greater opportunities. 

http://www.opportunityhome.org/


 

4. Endorse S.1772/H.R. 3211 to create a bipartisan Affordable Housing Task Force to deeply study 
the country’s housing affordability challenges in a bipartisan way and to jointly articulate robust 
solutions.  

Please contact Arnold Cohen at acohen@hcdnnj.org/973-517-3296 or Staci Berger at 
sberger@hcdnnj.org/732-406-7604 if you would like to become a cosponsor on any of the above. We 
look forward to working with you to help make homes more affordable and stable for our friends, 
family and neighbors.  

Sincerely, 

Staci Berger, 
Housing and Community Development 
Network of NJ 
 

Elizabeth Terenik, 
AC Devco 

Carolyn Jaime, 
Advance Housing, Inc. 

Donna Blaze, 
Affordable Housing Alliance 
 

Janet Sharma, 
Age-Friendly Englewood 

Renee Koubiadis, 
Anti-Poverty Network of NJ 
 

Tom Toronto, 
Bergen County's United Way 

Lynne Algrant, 
Bergen Volunteer Center 
 

Pearleen Waters, 
Better Community Housing of Trenton, Inc. 

Horace Baldwin, 
Bricks Faith and Mortar 
 

Alex Staropoli, 
Camden Coalition of Healthcare Providers 

Jeff Mihalek, 
Camden County Habitat for Humanity 
 

Betsy Clifford, 
Camden Lutheran Housing 

James M. Reynolds, 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Camden 
 

Jennifer Hinton, 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen 

John Westervelt, 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Newark 
 

Marlene Lao-Collins, 
Catholic Charities, Diocese Of Trenton 

Sharon Clark, 
Central Jersey Housing Resource Center 
 

Heather Schulze, 
Coastal Habitat for Humanity 

Eileen O'Donnell, 
Coming Home of Middlesex County 
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Beatriz Oesterheld, 
Community Affairs and Resource Center 

William Gonzalez, 
Cumberland County Habitat for Humanity 
 

David Weiner, 
CWA Local 1081 

Keith Kipp, 
East Brunswick Community  
Housing Corporation 
 

Linda Flores-Tober, 
Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless 
 

Bill O'Dea, 
Elizabeth Development Company 

Lisa Coscia, 
Enable, Inc. 

Rev. Clarence Bulluck, 
Faith Fellowship Community  
Development Corporation 
 

Charlene Walker, 
Faith In New Jersey 
 

Geleen Donovan, 
Family Promise Union County 

John Restrepo, 
Garden State Episcopal Community 
Development Corporation 

Albert B. Kelly, 
Gateway Community Action Partnership 
 

 
Anthony Isabella, 
Gloucester County Habitat for Humanity  

 
Ben Schmidt,  
Greater Bergen Community Action, Inc. 
 

Lori Leonard, 
Habitat for Humanity Burlington County 
Greater Trenton-Princeton 

Shawn Lockyear, 
Habitat for Humanity Cape May County 
 

 
Diane Kinnane, 
Habitat for Humanity Monmouth County 

 
Bill Hamilton, 
Habitat for Humanity Bergen County 
 

Kamili A. Williams, 
Habitat for Humanity Greater Plainfield & 
Middlesex County 

Sue Ann Leighty, 
Habitat for Humanity Salem County 
 

 
Elliott Lee, 
HANDS, Inc. 

 
Heather Santoro, 
Holly City Development Corporation 
 

Karla Spivey, 
Homefirst Interfaith Housing & Family 
Services, Inc. 
 

Connie Mercer, 
HomeFront 



 

Daniel McGuire, 
Homeless Solutions 

Glen McDonald, 
Homes for All 
 

Joseph Della Fave, 
Ironbound Community Corporation 

Michael Nordquist, 
Isles, Inc. 
 

Harold Colton-Max 
Jewish Community Housing Corporation Of 
Metropolitan NJ 

Laura Rodgers, 
Jewish Family Service of Atlantic & Cape May 
Counties 
 

Sherri Goldberg, 
Jewish Renaissance Foundation 

Raymond Ocasio, 
La Casa de Don Pedro 
 
 

Anthony Smith, 
Lincoln Park Coast Cultural District 

Rev. Sara Lilja, 
Lutheran Episcopal Advocacy Ministry NJ 
 

Louis Riccio, 
Madison Housing Authority 

Sarah Constant, 
Mission First Housing Group 
 

Matthew Reilly 
Moorestown Ecumenical  
Neighborhood Development 

June Jones, 
Morris Canal Community  
Development Corporation 
 

Blair Schleicher-Bravo, 
Morris Habitat for Humanity 
 

Jaymie Santiago, 
New Brunswick Tomorrow 

Richard Rohrman, 
New Community Corporation 

Valerie Sellers, 
NJ Association of Community Providers 
 

Debra L. Wentz, 
NJ Association of Mental Health and 
Addiction Agencies 
 

Jeff Wild, 
NJ Coalition to End Homelessness 
 

Wayne Meyer, 
NJ Community Capital 

Robert Guarasci, 
NJ Community Development Corporation 
 

Robert Parker, 
NewBridge Services, Inc. 

Suzan Fichtner, 
Northern Ocean Habitat for Humanity 
 

Mark Valli, 
Northwest NJ Community Action Program 

Victor Cirilo, 
Passaic Affordable Housing Coalition 
 



 

Scott Millard, 
Paterson Habitat For Humanity 

Lana Stokes, 
Paterson Task Force 
 

Lewis Hurd, 
Premier Community  
Development Corporation 

Edward Truscelli, 
Princeton Community Housing 
 

Tim Doherty, 
Project Freedom Inc. 

Ross Croessmann, 
Project Live, Inc. 
 

Jan Holmstrup, 
Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity, Inc. 

Seth Kaper-Dale, 
Reformed Church of Highland Park 
Affordable Housing Corporation 
 

Dan Antonellis, 
Region Nine Housing 

Keely Freeman, 
Sierra House 
 

Chris Davenport, 
Stand Up For Salem Inc. 
 

Rafael E. Cestero, 
The Community Preservation Corporation 

Carlos Morales, 
The Heart Of Camden, Inc. 

Kendall Alexander, 
The K Foundation, Inc. 
 

Diane Riley, 
The Supportive Housing Association of NJ 

Rebecca Symes, 
The Waterfront Project, Inc. 
 

Susan Kramer-Mills 
Town Clock Community  
Development Corporation 
 

Leslie Stivale, 
Triple C Housing 

SanDonna B. Jones 
Unified Vailsburg Services Organization 

Vivian Fraser, 
Urban League of Essex County 
 

David Walker, 
Visions and Pathways 

Roseann Mazzeo 
Women Rising, Inc. 
 

 
 
 
 


