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Dear Friends,
Welcome to the 2019 Healthy Homes & Communities Summit! I am 

so excited to welcome you and so many partners committed to 

improving health outcomes for the communities we serve. 

The Network is proud to lead the effort in our sector to break down 

barriers, expand opportunity and ensure equity for all. We are a 

statewide association of 250 community development organizations, 

neighborhood support organizations, public agencies, private sector investors, and 

housing advocates which has increased efforts to address problems together.

Healthy communities start with healthy families and healthy homes; making sure that 

moms and infants have equitable access to pre-natal care without racial bias and that no 

child is poisoned by lead from paint in their home or in their drinking water. Improving 

the health of a community goes beyond individual health outcomes; it takes everyone 

working towards ensuring affordable, accessible health care, quality education for all of 

our children, and safe places to play and exercise.  Broadening and deepening this work 

requires that we expand our approach, make new partnerships and secure more resources.  

Now in our fourth year, we’re pleased to bring you this exciting Summit that focuses on 

how to build those bridges and find new investments. From understanding and engaging in 

Community Health Needs Assessments as a mechanism to create new homes in collaboration 

with local hospitals and partnering with municipal officials to improve the health outcomes 

through Sustainable Jersey’s new certification program, to addressing racial inequities in 

maternal health and addressing the lead poisoning crisis, we have critical information that 

can you strengthen your work in these areas. In addition, we will hear about NJHMA’s Pilot 

Project to engage hospitals in the creation of affordable homes and learn from leaders of 

the Census Complete Count effort about the importance of getting everyone counted.  

We are especially grateful to have support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 

Green and Healthy Homes Initiative and others in this work. Most of all, we are glad 

you are with us today to share your experiences, make new connections and help move 

our collective work forward. 

Onward,

STACI BERGER 

President and CEO

@staciberger  @hcdnnj

WELCOME
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REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

The Housing & Community Development Network 

of New Jersey’s Annual Community Development 

Conference & Membership Meeting

October 18, 2019
Hyatt Regency New Brunswick

www.hcdnnj.org/network-conference

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR HEALTHY HOMES & 

COMMUNITIES SUMMIT ATTENDEES

Summit attendees are eligible to receive $10 off registration to 

Under One Roof 2019! Simply visit the Under One Roof webpage to 

register and the following discount code at check out:

10off

*Discount can be used at any time including during early bird registration 
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50 College Road East 
Princeton, NJ 08540-6614 
Tel. 877 843 RWJF (7953) 
www.rwjf.org 

Office of the President and CEO 

 

June 27, 2019 
 
Dear Friend: 

I believe that the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation has a unique opportunity-and an obligation-to 

continue to broaden the discussion about what shapes health. As we work toward a new understanding of 

what health equity means and how to apply it to the work we support, we chose to focus our Annual 

Message on one aspect of health that touches on so much of our work together: The connection between 

housing and health. 

I volunteer once a week at a local community health clinic, and I see firsthand how bright children and 

caring families get sick because of where they live. So many families are forced to choose between keeping 

a roof over their heads or paying for health care, transportation to school and work, or even their next 

meal. But they are not alone: Almost 40 million households are struggling to afford a place to live. And 

it's having a major impact on the health of our nation. 

I hope this sparks a conversation for you and other changemakers. And I do have one ask of you: Please 

share the Annual Message with your networks, from your websites, and with your colleagues. As a grantee 

and partner, your support will help advance meaningful discussions across different sectors about how 

housing is linked to health equity. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Richard E. Besser, MD 
President and CEO 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
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HCDNNJ Staff

STACI BERGER 
President
and CEO

SHARON K. BARKER 
Vice President

and COO

TERRI BENSON 
Technical Assistance and 

Training Coordinator 

ARNOLD COHEN 
Senior Policy 
Coordinator

LIA FERRANTE 
Development 

Specialist

CARRIE GARCIS 
Finance Coordinator

JANELLE GREENE
Housing Counseling 
Grant Coordinator

JESSYCA HART
Office and Special 

Projects Coordinator

MATTHEW HERSH
Director of Policy

& Advocacy

DENISE MCCARDLE 
LADDEN

Special Projects Assistant 

CAROL MIKULSKI
Office & Membership 

Coordinator

NINA RAINIERO
Communications 

Coordinator

AMERICORPS VISTA MEMBERS

Kelvin Boddy Josselin Lopez Letitia Sweat
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BOARD of DIRECTORS

JOHN RESTREPO 
Chair

LESLIE STIVALE 
Vice Chair

LEWIS HURD 
Treasurer

Dan Antonellis Donna Blaze Blair Schleicher 
Bravo

Pilar Hogan 
Closkey 

Joseph Della Fave Robert F. Guarasci Raymond Ocasio Bridget Phifer

Laura Rodgers Edward Truscelli Paige Carlson-
Heim

Alle Ries

Craig Sawyer Helen Steblecki
 

Martha Lewin Alan Mallach
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SPEAKERS

Staci Berger
President & CEO
Housing & 
Community 
Development 
Network of NJ

Katherine Brennan
Chief of Staff
New Jersey 
Housing and 
Mortgage 
Finance Agency

Gary Brune
Policy Manager
New Jersey Future

Serena Collado
Director, 
Community Health
Robert Wood 
Johnson University 
Hospital Somerset

Sharon Clark
Executive Director
Central Jersey 
Housing Resource 
Center (CJHRC)

Michellene Davis
Executive Vice 
President and Chief 
Corporate Affairs Officer
RWJ Barnabas Health

Rose Farias
Deputy Executive 
Director & Policy 
Director
Atlantic City 
Initiatives Projects 
Office

Sandy Festa
Executive Director
AtlantiCare Health 
Services – Mission 
Health Care
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SPEAKERS

Robert Guarasci
Founder and Chief 
Executive Officer
New Jersey 
Community 
Development 
Corporation

Kiki Jamieson
President
The Fund for 
New Jersey

Catherine Klinger
Director, National 
Campaign to End 
Lead Poisoning
Green & Healthy 
Homes Initiative

DeAnna 
Minus-Vincent
Assistant Vice President, 
Social Impact & 
Community Investment
RWJ Barnabas Health

Tammy Murphy
First Lady 
of New Jersey

Marco Novarro
Senior Program Officer
Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation 

Tracy 
Parris-Benjamin
Director, Clinical Design 
Community Health                                                      
Horizon Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of New Jersey 

John Restrepo
Director of the Division 
of Housing and 
Community Development
Garden State Episcopal 
Community Development 
Corporation (GSECDC)
Chair, HCDNNJ
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SPEAKERS

Charles A. 
Richman
Executive Director
New Jersey Housing 
and Mortgage Finance 
Agency (NJHMFA)

Laura Rodgers
Chief Program Officer
Jewish Family 
Service of 
Atlantic County
Board Member, 
HCDNNJ

Andrew Sayegh
Mayor, Paterson, 
New Jersey

Harold Simon
Executive Director
National Housing 
Institute and Publisher 
of Shelterforce 

Randall 
Solomon
Executive Director 
Sustainable 
New Jersey 

Ed Thomas
Region 3 Representative
Program & 
Regulatory Support
Healthy Homes 
U.S. Department of 
Housing & Urban
Development

Jeff Vega
President & CEO 
Princeton Area 
Community 
Foundation 
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Proud Sponsor of
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• Subscribe to SHELTERFORCE in Print •
https://ezsubscription.com/she/subscribe

• Sign-up for Free to Shelterforce Weekly •
https://bit.ly/2LVvunK

• Follow Us on Twitter @shelterforce and
LinkedIn www.linkedin.com/company/national-housing-institute/ •
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Major Non-Profit Health 
Systems in New Jersey

• RWJ Barnabas (13)	 • Inspira (4)
• Hackensack Meridian (13)	 • Kennedy (3)
• Virtua (6)	 • AtlantiCare (3)
• Atlantic Health (5)			   	



THANK YOU TO OUR
Healthy Homes & Communitites

 SPONSORS

Additional Thank You:
SixThirteen Creative 

Mercer Digital Printing

Trenton Masonic Temple

Mastoris Restaurant & Catering
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145 West Hanover Street

Trenton, New Jersey 08618

(609) 393-3752

info@hcdnnj.org

WWW.HCDNNJ.ORG


